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the holy sepulchre. The close of the last century be-
held the rise, the present will behold the fall of the
kingdom of Jerusalem; the vain attempt of Philip
Augustus of France and of Richard of England to restore
it; the rise of the military orders, the Knights of St.
John and the Templars, their organisation, their long
and stubborn resistance to Mohammedanism in its Asiatic
territory; their retreat to take their defensive stand on
the frontiers of Christendom; the final triumph of the
unconquerable Saladin; after which the East settled
down again under the scarce-disturbed and iron sway of
Mohammedanism. The later Crusades were diverted to
other quarters, to Constantinople and to Egypt; the
Emperor Frederick II. alone visited the Holy Land, and
by negotiation rather than by arms obtained better terms
of capitulation for the Christians.

Western Christendom, in this age, beheld in France
the growing power of the monarchy; in England the
first ineffectual struggles of the nation and of the king
for ecclesiastical freedom; in Germany the rise of the
House of Hohenstaufen, the most formidable, for a time
the most successful, antagonists of the Papacy; in Italy
the foundation of the Lombard republics, the attempt to
set up a temporal commonwealth in Rome; the still
growing ascendancy of the Papacy, notwithstanding the
perpetual or ever-renewed schism, and the aspiration of
the Romans to share in the general establishment of
republican institutions.

Nor was it only the age in which new political views
began to develope themselves, and the temporal affairs
of Christendom to take a more permanent form; a great
intellectual movement was now approaching. Men
appeared, whose thoughts and studies began to awaken
the slumbering rnind of Europe. Their own or after